Col. Lowell E. Graham (ret.)
A native of Greeley, Colorado, Lowell E. Graham is the Chairman of the Music Department and the
Director of Orchestral Activities at the University of Texas at El Paso. He is the recipient of the “Abraham
Chavez” Professorship in Music. He enjoys a distinguished career conducting ensembles in many musical
media, He has held numerous conducting positions to include that of the Commander and Conductor of the
United States Air Force's premier musical organization in Washington, DC.
He is a graduate of the University of Northern Colorado where he received a Bachelor of Arts degree in
music education in 1970 and a Master of Arts degree in performance the following year. In 1977 he became
the first person to be awarded the Doctor of Musical Arts degree in orchestral conducting from The Catholic
University of America in Washington, D.C.
In March 1995, he was honored with membership in the prestigious American Bandmasters Association,
the professional association of master conductors and musicians. Membership is considered the highest
honor achievable by American bandsmen; it recognized outstanding achievement in the field of concert
bands. In February 1996, he was inducted into the University of Northern Colorado School of Music “Hall of
Honor.” This distinction was bestowed on only 18 alumni and faculty who have achieved greatness as
musician, educators and humanitarians in the school’s first 100 years. He received The Catholic University of
America’s 1998 Alumni Achievement Award in the field of Music. This award, which is presented annually
by the Board of Governors Alumni Association, recognized his accomplishments and honored him for his
life’s work.
In 1999 he received the University of Northern Colorado Alumni Association Honored Alumni Award in
the category of “Contributions to Music.” In 2001, he was the recipient of the Award of Distinction for
Contributions to Music Education from the Illinois Music Educators Association. The two previous
recipients were Sir Georg Solti and the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and Meryl J. Isaac. In 2003 he was the
recipient of the Phi Beta Mu International Outstanding Bandmaster Award. In 2008, he was honored by the
American School Band Directors Association with the A. Austin Harding Award for “making significant and
lasting contributions to the school band movement.” In 2013 the University of Northern Colorado Graduate
School honored him with the “Century of Scholars Award” in performance representing excellence and
achievement in the previous 100 years of the Graduate School.
Graham has released recordings on six labels – Naxos, Telarc, Klavier, Mark, Altissimo and Wilson -that have been recognized for both their artistic and sonic excellence. These recordings have been recognized
in Stereophile’s “Records to Die-For” list, The Absolute Sound’s “The Super Disc List,” as well as one
having won a Grammy.

